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December 10th, 2014 in Paris 

“This event is already a major success!”  

Les Rencontres de recherche en Santé Animale 

The French association of animal health industry (SIMV) was pleased to have brought together more than 180 

academic and industrial researchers during the first edition of the R&D dating for animal health and innovation. 

These meetings were placed under the high patronage of the Minister in charge of Foreign Affairs, the Minister in 

charge of Agriculture, the Minister in charge of Economy and Industry and the Secretariat of State in charge of 

Research. The first R&D dating for animal health and innovation took place on December 2nd and 3rd 2014 in 

Lille, France, hosted within Biofit. These meetings brought together 40 companies and 37 academic teams in the 

objective of fostering partnerships in favor of therapeutic innovation.  

The first edition of "R&D dating for animal health and innovation" brought together over two days, December 2nd 

and 3rd 2014, 180 researchers, 41 companies1 and 37 academic research teams. Seven European countries were 

present: England, Germany, Belgium, Spain, Finland, France and the Netherlands.  

Jean-Louis Hunault, President of SIMV, welcomed the success of this event, which from its first edition brought 

together a large number of health innovation stakeholders and has launched a dynamic of gathering and 

transversality "Through this event, the SIMV demonstrated that animal health is a key actor in innovation!" 

During the introductory conference on December 2nd, Jean-Christophe Dantonel (Director of Health Biotechnology 

program of the General Commission for Investment, French government) presented a first assessment of 

“Investissement d’Avenir” program, which aims to accelerate discoveries, and referred to the place of animal health 

in such projects. Thierry Pineau, Chief of Animal Health Department of INRA, starting from the concept of "One 

Health" has highlighted the links between the human and veterinary medicine, which allow accelerating the 

development of new molecules. Ariane Vander Stappen, representative of the European Commission, came back 

on the on-going European reform of veterinary medicines in order to reaffirm the commitment of the Commission to 

create favorable conditions for innovation in this sector. Finally, Gerard Papierok, President of the SIMV research 

working group, concluded to reaffirm that public-private transfer is a key driver of innovation and the transfer 

technology organizations (SATT) are a key factor in this success. 

The first "R&D dating for animal health and innovation" created by the French association of Animal Health industry 

(SIMV) catalyzed commitment to research and development of veterinary pharmaceutical and reagent companies. 

The objective of these meetings was to initiate, in Europe, high-level exchanges between private research teams 

(pharmaceutical, reagent and biotechnology industries, in Veterinary and human medicine) and public research, to 

promote the French expertise in animal health, lead to partnerships (public-private and private-private) and to boost 

innovation. 

The Animal Health Carnot Institute, Eurasanté, Medicen Paris Region, the French alliance for research and 

innovation in health industries, the Ministry in charge of Agriculture through its EcoAntibio plan and the organization 

                                                           
1
 Including 14 SIMV members : Axience, Biové, Boehringer Ingelheim, CEVA, Elanco, Merial, MSD santé animale, 

Novartis, Qalian, Thermofisher, TVM, Vetoquinol, Virbac, Zoetis 

 

http://rdd.simv.org/en/projets-categories/entreprises
http://rdd.simv.org/en/projects
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for Accelerating the Technology Transfer (SATT idfinnov, SATT Nord, SATT Conectus Alsace) were partners in this 

event. Many others
2
 organisms provide their support. 

In line with the policy of the government on research and innovation, they received strong political support by 

obtaining the high patronage of Laurent Fabius, Minister in charge of Foreign Affairs, Stéphane Le Foll, Minister in 

charge of Agriculture, Emmanuel Macron, Minister in charge of Economy and Industry and Geneviève Fioraso, 

Secretary of State in charge of Research. 

 

Copyright : Fizzy Agency 

 

The innovation actors wished to testify: 

Pascal Breton, Vitamfero, “I am pleased to participate in the first business convention in animal health, such an 

event was missing” 

Atimad Gaughain, Qalian, "Thanks to SIMV for organizing this event. If we had to make all these appointments by 

ourselves, it would have taken several months" 

Benédicte Menn, SATT IDfinnov, "Our partnership with SIMV was successful and we have already launched a call for 

projects "One Health" to map new projects for the next edition Dating" 

Sabine Riffault, INRA/ICSA, "All exchanges with industry were very positive, it is already a success in any case, I am 

impressed by the volume of the B2B taken, is the proof of concept, it's worth carrying on.” 

Let’s commit ourselves to animal and public health innovation together! 

About the event – rdd.simv.org  

                                                           
2
 The clusters Atlanpôle biothérapie, Eurobiomed and Nutrition Santé Longévité, CVT Valorisation Sud, IRT Bioaster, 

DVS "Innovation en Vaccinologie" du CVT Aviesan, SATT  Sud-Est, SATT Toulouse Tech Transfer 
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The French association of animal health industry (SIMV) organizes the first R&D dating for animal health and 

innovation on December 2nd and 3rd 2014 in Lille, hosted within BioFIT 

The objectives of these meetings are: 

• To initiate high-level exchanges between research departments of the health industry (veterinary and 

human), and public research, as well as biotechnology companies (start-ups), 

• To promote French expertise in animal health,  

• To lead to partnerships (public-private and private-private), 

• To promote innovation.  

All actors involved in animal health innovation or with animal health applications are invited to attend these 

meetings, which are organized in the form of a business convention. 

More information on these meetings on rdd.simv.org 

About the organizer - SIMV: www.simv.org 

The SIMV represents manufacturers and marketers (on the French market) of medicines and reagents for pets and 

for farm animals. It is the DNA that runs through our entire industry, at the core of many of our interactions. 

France is the European leader in research and manufacture of veterinary medicines and reagents, with over 

6,600 employees, and the largest therapeutic arsenal in Europe (2,700 marketing authorisations), 50 production 

sites and many research centers. The global attractiveness of France in matters of animal health lies in the density 

of this industrial, veterinary, and professional fabric, in its recognized scientific and technical expertise, and in the 

capacity of its manufacturers to invest in managing networked R&D projects and international projects.  

To contribute to the competitiveness of its member companies, the SIMV federates laboratories around joint 

projects, proposes collective strategies in response to the expectations of society and represents the views of its 

members in its decision-making environment. 

With the ambition to contribute to highlight the innovations of tomorrow, the SIMV is a member of networks such as 

the French Network for Animal Health (RFSA), mirror group of the European Platform (ETPGAH), Hippolia (French 

foundation dedicated to equine research), ICSA (Animal Health Carnot Institute) as well as ARIIS (French Alliance for 

Research and Innovation of Health Industries). 

About the partners: 

Animal Health Carnot Institute (ICSA) 

ICSA, the French research network dedicated to the health of livestock, was labeled “Carnot Institute” by the French 

Ministry of higher education and research in May 2011. This label is awarded to academic research networks that 

collaborate efficiently with socio-economic stakeholders. 

The mission of ICSA is to support innovation, technology transfer and public-private partnership in the fields of 

infectious diseases, nutrition and genetics of livestock. For this, the network provides its industrial partners: 

• A single point of contact dedicated to companies with access to the wide range of skills to conduct 

collaborative research 

• A simplified contracting process to ensure listening, traceability, reliability and speed in the processing of 

contracts. 

 

file://sbs-simv/commun/8%20Bis%20Recherche/ReSA/communication/CP/2e%20CP/rdd.simv.org
http://www.simv.org/
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Key figures of ICSA: 923 research personnel (full-time equivalent) including 130 PhD students, 14 units / 

laboratories, 38 patent families, 72 active licenses. Per year, about 30 European projects and 80 projects ANR 

ongoing, 700 publications, 8 200 k€ partnership research incomes, 130 contracts with the private sector, 80 

industry partners.  

Eurasanté: 

Alongside the Nutrition Health Longevity Cluster, Eurasanté is the economic development agency focusing on 

biotech, nutrition and healthcare activities in Northern France. Eurasanté has four principal missions: 

• Promote Lille Northern France Bio Cluster to French and foreign industries and research centers. On this 

specific point, Eurasanté’s work consists in supporting research by identifying and accelerating R&D 

partnerships or by helping scientists to set-up their business, especially through its Bio Incubator. 

• Promote and develop the Eurasanté Bio Business Park, located on the largest university-campus hospital 

in Europe. 

• Go along with regional companies in their business development or scientists willing to add economic 

value to their work, thanks to a complete range of services and know-how. 

• Support French and foreign companies to set-up a business in Lille and Northern France. 

In 2013, the field of health and life sciences counts around 22,000 employees and 800 companies working in the 

fields of Biology, Health and Nutrition, in particular on major themes such as diabetes, age-related diseases, 

Inflammatory Bowel Diseases (IBD), resistance to treatment and tumor dormancy.  

Medicen Paris Region: www.medicen.org 

One of Europe’s largest cluster in Life Sciences and Healthcare and your best gateway to access European 

biotechnologies markets.  

Our mission is to highlight and reinforce the Paris Region as Europe's leading industrial center for medical devices 

innovations and health technologies. With over 200 members, our goal is to increase the attractiveness of the Paris 

region, to strengthen the international competitiveness of the health sector and to develop the economic growth of 

our members in strategic markets through collaborative innovation. Since the cluster was created in 2005, 240 

R&D projects have been accredited and funded by the French State and local authorities, for a total project budget 

of €882.9 million and €407.46 million of public subsidies.  

Alliance for Research and Innovation in Health Industries (Ariis): www.ariis.fr 

Created in 2010, ARIIS aims at decompartmentalizing private research and fostering synergies between pharma, 

medical technology, diagnosis tools, biotechnologies for human and veterinary use, and developing the best 

environment to enhance innovation. Unique in the world, ARIIS is a key asset for France competitiveness and 

attractiveness to foster the development of innovative products, i.e. from the idea to making it available to patients, 

bringing together all the actors of the health industry. Besides, human and animal health being linked by the “One 

health” concept, a global approach of health is necessary. 

With the backing of the French Federation of Health Industries (FEFIS) which federates the twelve French health 

industry associations, ARIIS counts about fifty member companies. 

As Aviesan’s privileged contact, ARIIS interacts with all stakeholders, training, informing and favoring dialogue and 

partnerships between scientists in research and innovation in order to: 

http://www.medicen.org/
http://www.ariis.fr/
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• Build bridges between sectors with cultures that sometimes differ greatly 

• Enhance visibility of research and development activities in France 

• Identify obstacles to make the French territory attractive for research and development activities and 

propose solutions and targets for further improvements 

Ministry in charge of Agriculture - EcoAntibio plan  

 

The ministry in charge of agriculture launched in November 2011 a national actions plan for the reduction of the 

risks of antibiotic resistance in veterinary medicine. The EcoAntibio plan aims a double goal to reduce by 25% in 5 

years the use of antibiotics and to preserve the therapeutic arsenal.  

 

Besides the rules of prudent and rational use of antibiotics, the development of alternative therapeutic strategies 

and the innovation for new antibiotics to be used tomorrow in veterinary medicine are essentials to reach the 

objectif of the EcoAntibio plan. It is a major challenge for the industry but also for the ministry in charge of 

agriculture, which fully supports this event.  

 

Companies for Accelerating the Technology Transfer (SATT): 

The Companies for Accelerating the Technology Transfer (Les Sociétés d’Accélération du Transfert de Technologies 

or SATT) are French semi-public institutes for the development and commercialization of public research and 

innovation products. They are part of the measures implemented by the French National Research Agency (ANR) for 

the “Investment for the Future” program (program with a public funding of 35 B€, and additional private 

investments), whose ambition is to meet the innovation gap. 

The SATT were created to be the privileged interface between companies and public research: they bring their 

expertise and resources in the maturation process and the transfer of technologies, and are the bridge between the 

inventive stage of technology and the needs of industry.  

Bringing professionalism, expertise and financing, the SATT come along the process of projects of the transfer chain 

according to the needs of the future receptor in the process of co-conception and co-maturation. By increasing the 

Technology Readiness Levels, they also participate in reducing the risk for companies. The SATT have become an 

actor of economic development to reinforce company competitiveness, with an emphasis on SME and start-ups. 

They are a key part of the French innovation ecosystem by linking the State, the public research operators and the 

industry in regional structures. They participate in the development of growth and jobs through innovation by 

improving competitiveness among French companies and creating start-ups through innovation coming from public 

research. 

SATT Partners: SATT idfinnov, SATT Nord, SATT Conectus Alsace 

 

About BioFIT: 

BioFIT, with an exclusive partnership with EBD Group, is the only international partnering event in Europe dedicated 

to technology transfer and collaborative research in Life Sciences sector, gathering the right mix of attendees to 

boost up licensing deals and research collaborations. With one third of TTOs and academia, one third of pharma, 

biotech, medtech and one third of VCs, service industries and clusters, BioFIT already attracted top leaders from 

the industry as well as tech transfer and licensing professionals featuring partnering, conferences and technologies 

presentations. 

The BioFIT's 3rd edition will be held on December 2nd & 3rd, 2014 in Lille (France) and will gather around 800 

attendees from more than 60% international among which top global pharma companies and leaders in 

biotechnology and tech transfer.  

http://www.biofit-event.com/partnering-meeting/
http://www.biofit-event.com/agenda/
http://www.biofit-event.com/technologies-presentations/
http://www.biofit-event.com/technologies-presentations/
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Go to rdd.simv.org 

Contact:  

Laetitia Steffen 

Communication manager 

Syndicat de l’industrie du médicament et réactif vétérinaires 

Tel : +33 (0)1 53 34 43 49 / l.steffen@simv.org 

 

file://sbs-simv/commun/8%20Bis%20Recherche/ReSA/communication/CP/rdd.simv.org

